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449-2095

Bluetongue Confirmed in Sheep; Quarantine Extended

Sheep producers in 16 Montana counties are not allowed to move their sheep within or
beyond their county lines until October 10 because of a recent bluetongue outbreak.

“Test results on Tuesday confirmed bluetongue in sheep from Musselshell County, and
we’ve gotten reports of sick sheep and preliminary test results from several additional
counties so I’ve chosen to expand the hold order to also include Big Horn, Carter,
Carbon, Custer, Fallon, Fergus, Garfield, Golden Valley, Petroleum, Powder River,
Prairie, Rosebud, Stillwater, Treasure and Yellowstone Counties,” said State Veterinarian
Dr. Marty Zaluski.

Bluetongue had already been confirmed in whitetail deer from the area last week.

The disease spreads when a gnat bites an infected animal and then bites a healthy animal.
Sheep, whitetail deer and antelope are especially susceptible to bluetongue; the virus may
cause death if these species are exposed. Cattle, goats, mule deer and elk also can
contract the disease, but rarely show symptoms and are a much lower risk in spreading
the disease, said Zaluski. Humans are not susceptible.

“l extended my order to keep all sheep in high-risk counties right where they are in an
effort to protect livestock producers and prevent the movement of potentially sick
animals into other states,” said Zaluski. “Bluetongue can be economically expensive and
emotionally demoralizing. The Department of Livestock wants to do all it can to reduce
the risk of spreading this virus.”

Zaluski implemented a 30-day hold order for Musselshell County on Sept. 10, after
screening tests indicated bluetongue was the likely cause of several sheep deaths. He
extended the hold order geographically today, but did not extend the timeframe.

“We expect a killing frost by October 9 and that should reduce the risk of spreading
bluetongue significantly,” Zaluski said. As State Veterinarian, Zaluski has the authority
to extend the hold order if new cases continue to appear or if a frost has not occurred in
that region by October 9.

Producers should inspect their sheep frequently to look for signs of the virus. Common
symptoms of bluetongue include a crusty, swollen muzzle, lesions or bleeding in the
mouth or on the skin and, sometimes, lameness. In sheep, the mouth can become swollen
and the tongue can swell and turn blue color because of damage to blood vessels and lack
of oxygen. This dirty blue-colored tongue gives the disease its name—bluetongue.
Livestock producers also should look for the following signs of the disease:



o Depression with heavy breathing or panting;

o High fever;

e Open sores on the tongue, mouth, or nostrils;

e Redness of the skin, face, neck, and possibly body;

e Lameness accompanied by an engorged reddish—blue area around the base of the
horns and on the coronary bands of the feet;

e Loss of condition and muscular weakness;

e Loss of wool.

COUNTIES AFFECTED BY HOLD ORDER
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